
CONTACT:                ANNE-MARIE MULGREW 

AMMDCO2000@WORLDNET.ATT.NET 

215-462-7720 

ARDMORE INITIATIVE, MIKE FRANK    610-645-0540 

ANNE-MARIE MULGREW AND DANCERS COMPANY 
PERFORMS 

FIRST FRIDAY ON THE MAIN LINE 

FRIDAY AUGUST 1 AT 7 PM 

WITH ITS SIGNATURE TRAVELING SITEWORK 

THE UMBRELLA DANCE 

Editors: JPEG photos are available upon request. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 7, 2008   Philadelphia , PA   

Known for its “visually arresting” and “highly imaginative” dance theater works, ANNE-
MARIE MULGREW AND DANCERS COMPANY (AMM & DCO) performs its signature 
sitework, Dances for Imaginary Places Ardmore Mix 2008, (AKA The Umbrella 
Dance),  Friday, August 1 at 7 pm.  Performances are free and will travel through 
Ardmore’s historic area on Lancaster Avenue, spanning several blocks. This 
presentation is in conjunction with First Friday on the Main Line in association with the 
Ardmore Initiative, a non-profit organization, whose mission is to “enjoy art in 
unexpected places.”   The August 1 presentation marks the company’s Ardmore debut.   

For information contact: 215-462-7720, ammdco2000@worldnet.att.net or visit 
www.annemariemulgrewdancersco.org. For information on the full schedule of events 
from 5pm-10pm, contact the Ardmore Initiative at 610-645-0540 or 

www.FirstFridayMainLine.com.  

Dances for Imaginary Places (The Umbrella Dance) is a whimsical street art 
performance installation for 7-10 performers in white carrying white umbrellas 
accompanied by roaming videographers and photographers.  The cast features 
company members and veteran community dancers:  Jacqui Bowman, Eiko Fan, Sally 
Forester, Nani Manion, Anne-Marie Mulgrew, Jennifer Prydybasz and Gabrielle Revlock. 
This 50-minute work moves slowly and quietly throughout the festivities bringing 
attention and new awareness to neighborhood landmarks.   

  



Conceived and choreographed by Artistic Director/Founder, Anne-Marie Mulgrew 
"Dances for Imaginary Places" is tailored to the natural beauty and architecture of the 
sites and will be re-imagined for Ardmore. The work is built on a walking score accented 
by a series of movement tableaus, intimate gestures and choreographed phrases. Is it a 
procession, parade, protest, film or dream?  The Umbrella Dance aspires to make 
unsuspected viewers who stumble upon the activity pause, reflect and remember. By 
interacting with the historic sites, one's sense of space and time and past and present 
merge. Spectators are invited to make their own interpretations and follow the troupe 
through the area.  Ms. Mulgrew notes, ”the piece continues to morph, develop and grow 
informed by the environment, the performers imput and passerby reactions.”    

This perennial favorite work has appeared to critical acclaim at the City’s most treasured 
landmarks including DanceBOOM/Wilma Theater, Philly Fringe, Avenue of the 
Arts/Dilworth Square, Schuylkill River Banks, Parkway/Art Museum area, Left of 
Center/38th & Lancaster, 40th Street Summer Series and Frankford Arts Festival.    

CityPaper critics have noted: "Be patient and observant; it's quiet fun." (Philly Fringe 
2000) 

“Anne-Marie Mulgrew and Dancers in long white gowns, carrying white umbrellas 
strolled down Broad Street. Creating very pretty, wonderful street art, the slow-

moving ladies enhanced the evening.”   (DanceBOOM 2006)   

On September 16, 2001, a version titled "From River to River," featured a silent walk 
from the Schuylkill River (Art Museum) to the Delaware River (Penn's Landing) with a 
two-minute pause to light a candle in front of the Liberty Bell as a walking meditation for 
the victims and families of 9/11. This performance resulted in Ms. Mulgrew receiving a 
Philly Fringe Rocky Award.   

AMM & DCO is sponsored in part by The Philadelphia Cultural Fund and PA Council's Partner 
Stream Program administered by GPCA, NJ Arts Council and many generous individuals.    

ANNE-MARIE MULGREW AND DANCERS CO (AMM & DCO) is an experimental modern dance 
troupe based in Philadelphia , PA.  AMM & DCO was founded in 1986 by artistic director/founder 
Anne-Marie Mulgrew.  Ms. Mulgrew created over 50 works in 250 performances for the company 
that have been seen in the US and Canada.  These works have appeared on traditional and 
nontraditional stages,  film/TV, and festivals such as -- Mandell Theater, The Painted Bride, 
Movement Theater International, UARTS/DrakeTheater, Chester Springs Studio, Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, Philadelphia Fringe/Live Arts Festival, Conwell Dance Theater, Group  Motion, 
CEC, Schuylkill River Banks, Rodin Museum, and The Philadelphia Cathedral, to name a few.  In 
NYC, AMM & DCO has performed at DanceSpace, Movement Research, the DIA Center, 
University Settlement House and UBU Repertory Theatre. AMM & DCO was honored to be 
selected twice to appear at the prestigious fFIDA Festival in Toronto, Canada.  The company 
consists of 5-7 core dancers, collaborating artists in mixed media, guest artists and additional 
community-based performers for large-scale works.  Fusing modern dance, theater, music, 
technology and art, AMM & DCO charms, provokes and informs audiences of all-ages with its 
insightful and wacky views of the world.   

AMM & DCO is a nonprofit 501(c) 3 organization AMM & DCO's mission is to educate and involve 
the public in the performance and creation of new interdisciplinary dance works through 
performances, workshops, residencies and special projects. 
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